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W a x a h a c h i e
A Message From The Mayor
 As we enter into the holiday season, we have so 
many blessings to count. The season was kicked off in a 
big way with the wonderful Annual Lighted Parade, Tree 
Lighting, and Mayor’s Caroling. This event has grown every 
year and it makes me so proud how it captures the true 
spirit of this community. I want to thank each of you that 
joined us for that special evening. If you weren’t able to 
join us, I hope you are able to next year. 
 With this season of reflection and thanks, we are 
able to also celebrate a great deal of progress over the 
past year. The past few years, City leaders have placed a 
high priority on improving our City’s infrastructure, and 
we have made great headway on that. Work is completed 
or nearing completion on Marvin Avenue, Rogers Street, 
South College, and Stadium Drive. We are currently 
making improvements to Overhill, Indian Trace, Alexander 
Drive, Kirksey Street, Cynisca Street, and Peters Street. 
Projects that are in the development and design phase are 
Hunter Pass Phase II, Waxahachie Sports Complex Phase I, 
N. Hawkins, Royal Street, and East University.
 Another major project that is underway is the 
construction of the new Waxahachie Police Department 
on Farley Street. The new facility will be state-of-the-art 
and allow for many more years of growth. It is on track to 
be completed in August 2018. 
 Up until now, we have been fortunate to enjoy nice 

weather into the fall, which means 
that the new parks improvements 
have been enjoyed a little longer 
than the normal spring and 
summer seasons. If you haven’t 
visited one of our parks lately, 
please do. New features and 
equipment have been added to 
almost every park and will be 
enjoyed for generations to come. 
 I also want to mention 
how proud I am of some of the 
recent accomplishments of 
our Waxahachie ISD students. The band, football, and 
volleyball teams have all had an outstanding year, and the 
basketball team is having an awesome season so far. GO 
Indians!
 There are also several opportunities remaining 
to enjoy Christmas activities in our community. For a full 
list of options, please visit www.waxahachiecvb.com. 
Also, please remember to shop locally and support our 
community businesses this holiday season!
 I am truly grateful to live in this wonderful City 
and serve our Citizens. I wish each of you and your families 
many blessings this Christmas season, and a very Happy 
New Year! 

Kevin Strength
Mayor of Waxahachie

Congratulations to Americase 
for winning the coveted 1st place 
ribbon in the Lighted Christmas 
Parade. Their float was a re-
creation of the town of “Who-
ville” from “How the Grinch Stole 
Christmas”. This year’s parade 
was the biggest and best yet, with 
over 100 entries and thousands 
of locals lining the streets for the 
festivities. 

CHRISTMAS TREE PICKUP:
Natural Christmas trees will be picked up curbside from

January 8-12, 2018. Residents may place natural trees on 
the curb during this time to be hauled away by the City’s 

garbage service provider.
Please call 469-309-4132 with any questions. 

Avoiding Winter Fire Hazards: Tips From Waxahachie Fire-Rescue
 It is that time of year again, the warm temperatures 
have left us and the cold weather has moved in. Thanksgiving 
and Christmas are upon us and sometimes we forget about 
being fire safe during the Holidays. 
 Remember to keep combustibles at least a minimum 
of three (3) feet from open flames. Fireplaces and gas heaters 
can generate enormous amounts of radiant heat that can 
ignite nearby combustibles. Fireplace flues should be checked 
yearly, and cleaned when needed. Type of wood used and 
the amount of use will dictate when a fireplace should be 
cleaned. Candles during the holiday season should be burnt 
in a tip proof container, so they are not accidentally knocked 
over.
 Space heaters require the same respect.  With 
family, friends and children in the home, make sure that all 
combustible are kept at least three (3) feet away from the 
heater.  Combustibles placed close to a heat source will 

absorb heat and could ignite from being heated up over 
time.   Also be aware that newer space heaters are equipped 
with an automatic cut-off switch in case it is tipped over 
when it is in use. 
 If you use a natural Christmas tree remember to keep 
it watered at all times while it is in your home.  A dry Christmas 
tree can be consumed by fire in a matter of seconds when not 
watered and/or left too close to a heat source. So check the 
water level daily to keep your tree green and the moisture 
level correct.
 Finally, Christmas tree lights can be another fire 
hazard. Make sure that all the wiring is checked thoroughly 
for any wear or fraying.  Any wires that are showing through 
the outer insulation should be discarded and replaced.  Too 
many electrical cords or extension cords can overload wiring 
and electrical outlets. A strip outlet can be used in place of 
extension cords. Have a Happy and Safe Holiday Season!    

Over 200 City of Waxahachie employees recently 
completed the Texas Friendly Hospitality Program, created 
but the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service. The Texas 
Friendly Hospitality Program creates an environment 
fostering best practices in customer service. The program 
also certifies Texas Friendly Instructors to help staff 
cultivate the most up to date customer service skills. The 
goal of the training was to empower employees, retain 
loyal customers and improve both external and internal 
customer service. It’s our pleasure to serve the citizens and 
visitors of the City of Waxahachie!



Cease the Grease: Never Pour Grease Down Your Drain!
 Fats, oils, and grease (FOG) come from meats, butters and margarine, 
lard, food scraps, sauces, salad dressings, dairy products, and cooking oil. 
When FOG goes down the drain, it hardens and causes sewer pipes to clog. 
This can lead to a sanitary sewer overflow (SSO) where raw sewage actually 
backs up into your home, lawn, neighborhood, and streets. Not only does 
this nasty mess cause health issues, it also can run into a nearby stream or 
river, which affects our drinking water. If your pipes become clogged from 
putting FOG down the drain, it can be a very expensive problem to fix. To 
avoid household and environmental damage as well as a costly bill, NEVER 
put FOG down the drain!
 When you have finished cooking, collect liquid grease and oils in a 
sealable container. For the grease that cannot be poured into the container, 
you should wipe pans clean with a paper towel and put it in the trash. Food 
scraps should also go in the trash. Scrape off excess food from pots, pans, 
and plates before rinsing them in the sink with cold water.
Do put oil and grease in covered collection containers. 
Do scrape food scraps from dishes into trash cans and garbage bags and 
dispose of properly. Avoid using the garbage disposal. 
Do remove oil and grease from dishes, pans, fryers, and griddles. Cool first 
before you skim, scrape, or wipe off excess grease. 
Don’t pour oil and grease down the drain. 
Don’t put food scraps down the drain. 
Don’t rinse off oil and grease with hot water.

Applications Due for Historic 
Property Tax Exemptions

 If your home was 
approved for the Historic 
Property Tax Exemption on the 
City portion of your property 
taxes last year, it is now time 
to apply for the 2018 tax 
year.  Each homeowner that 
received the exemption for 
the 2017 tax year should 
have received a letter in the 
mail notifying you of this 
along with your application 
for the 2018 year.  All 
completed applications 
must be received before 
March 15, 2018 (Ordinance 
#2288).  No late applications will be 
considered for the exemption.
 If your home is at least 50 years old you may be eligible to 
receive an exemption on the City portion of your property tax.  In 
order to qualify, your property generally must be in near original 
condition including original windows, doors and other architectural 
features.  This application is for the 2018 tax year and must be re-
applied for each year. For information regarding this program contact 
Anita Brown, Heritage Preservation Officer, City of Waxahachie, 469-
309-4111.

Current Public Works/Streets 
Improvement Projects

DOWNTOWN IMPROVEMENTS  
Remaining schedule includes concrete pouring on other half 
of road in front of Boyce Feed and Grain. Businesses are open 
during the construction. 

WEST MARVIN PHASE II 
Remaining schedule includes the contractor executing 
punch list items discussed during recent walk through. The 
project is very close to completion.

OVERHILL DRIVE 
Concrete has been poured for Overhill Drive and the side 
streets; Olive Street, Cedar Street, and Greenbrier Street as 
well as part of La Vista Street. Upcoming schedule includes 
the landscaping aspect of reconstruction.

STADIUM DRIVE  
Permanent street signs and stop signs have been installed. 
The project is scheduled for a punch list walk though soon. 

INDIAN TRACE LANE 
Utilities are complete and half of Indian Trace Lane is paved. 
Starting early December, traffic will be switched to newly 
paved side while the remaining side will go into excavation 
phase. 

ALEXANDER DRIVE/KIRKSEY STREET
Started on November 27th; Alexander Drive reconstruction 
began at the cul-de-sac for utilities work. The project 
includes the entirety of Alexander Drive and Kirksey Street 
from Highway 77 to Ferris Avenue.

CYNISCA STREET
Reconstruction work has temporarily been suspended and 
will likely resume in early January 2018. 

UPCOMING PUBLIC WORKS PROJECT

EAST UNIVERSITY RECONSTRUCTION PHASE I and II
East University is currently at 75% design with a possible 
construction start date of 2018.

DEVELOPING PUBLIC WORKS PROJECTS

SADDLEBROOK LANE PARKING LOT 

HUNTER PASS PHASE II

WAXAHACHIE SPORTS COMPLEX PHASE I

N. HAWKINS & ROYAL STREET

For questions regarding these projects, please contact the 
City of Waxahachie Public Works Department at 469-309-
4308.

Keeping Leaves Out of the Wrong Places
After the Fall Games are over consider the following tips:
1. Use the leaves to start a compost pile.
2. Lawn mowers are capable of shredding grass clippings and leaves to 
remain on the lawn as natural fertilizer, rather than bagging them to fill 
the landfills.  
3. Avoid blowing the leaves to the street, and ditches that will clog the 
drainage systems and add more nutrients for algae growth in our creeks 
and lakes.  
Let us be good stewards to our Beautiful City, our Creeks, our Lake, and 
our Drinking Supply.

The new Waxahachie 
Police Department 
facility is under 
construction and 
making great progress. 
The new building will be 
located on Farley Street 
next to the Salvation 
Army. The expected 
completion date is 
August 2018. 

7th Annual
Daddy Daughter Dance

UNDER T HE SEA
Magical Mermaids & More

Thursday, February 1, 2018
Food   Fun   Dancing

6pm-9pm    Tickets - $15 per person

For more information call 469-309-4040

Tickets can be purchased at the Waxahachie Civic Center 
during business hours (M-F, 8-5) and will go on sale 
January 3rd. Tickets will NOT  be sold at the door.

Cash or check only.


